DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

Headquarters, 937th Engineer Group (Combat)
APO 96318

EGC-OP _ 31 January 1969

SUBJECT: Operational Report of 937th Engineer Group (Combat) for the period
ending 31 January 1969, RCS CSFOR~65 (R1)

THRU: Commanding General
i 18th Engineer Brigade
ATTN: AVBC-CB

Commanding General
United States Army, Vietnam
ATTN: AVHCG-DST

APO 96375

Commanding in Chief
United States Army, Pacific
ATTN: GPOP-DT

APO 96558

T0: Agsistant Chief of Staff for Force Development
Department of the Army (ACSFOR, DA)
Washington, D.C. 20301

1. Section 1 3 S t A .

(1) The 937th Engineer Group (Combat) is attached to the 18th Engineer
Brigade and is presently organized as shown in Inclosure 1. The Group has been
1s signed an Area of Operations (AOR) which extends over most of the Central
1ighlands portion of the II Corps Tactical Zone from the South China Sea Coast
to the western border of the Republic of Vietnam. Inclosure 2 is a pictoral
representation of the Group's AOR indicating also the AOR's assighed by
thls headquarters to subordinate engineer battalions,
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‘nvolved in peneprime operaticne in an attempt to control dust at both Dak To

wnd Kontum Airfields, Although nonavailebility of peneprime became critical at
me time, the operation was continuous snd quite effective.

(2) Operation Cochise :

The 19th Engireer Battalion (Combat) was attached to the 937th
ngineer Group (Combat) during this reporting period effective 1 Nov 1968. The
attalion is located near Bong S-ng with the primery nission of upgrading QL~1
nd construction of English Airfield, During the reporting period the bettalion
endered engineer support to the 173rd Airborne Brigade, including a daily nine-
weep along QL-1 of 41.6 niles, The 19th was responsible for continuous reintanence
f QL-1 along with its upgrade responsibility, During the reporting period a major
ortion of effort was excrted on construction of English Airfield. The scope of
ork involves maintaining 1600 feet of runway open for traffic while repairing
he subgrade, which had failed, and paving the 3500 foot runway and apron with
aree 1lifts of asphalt. Rain greatly hampered work during this period, but a
reat deal of progress was made. Another problem hampering the overall effort was
he’ anmbushing of ninesweep parties on QL-1, The battalion organized, trained,
nd sent out teans as counter-ambush patrols, and this greatly reduced enery
abushes, On 28 December the 19th completed paving half of the runway at English
irfield with a 3 inch 1lift of asphalt. At the end of the reporting period the
irfield was 26% coriplete with an EDC of 15 March 1969.

c. Construction Overations:
(1) Gemeral:

(a) During the reporting period en svercge of 70% of the 937th
ngineer Croup (Combet) effort was devoted to IOC and base construction. The
ature of construction continued to place emphasis on providing basie operational
ype facilities for base camps in the Pleiku and Qui Nhon areas, and to sone
xtent upgrading troop cantonment areas fronm field to internediate/modified
tanderd, Generally speaking, the logistical and cantonment facilities presently
Airected in the Pleiku area should be conmplete within six to nine nonths. It
.5 anticipated that much of the directed constructicn irn the Qui Nhon area will
0 transferred to Contrsct Construction freeing a Ccistruction Battalion for
ipgrading of QL-1 fron Qui Nhon to Tuy Hoa.

(b) During the reporting period, the coastal nonseon hampered
ronstruction there, while the highlands experienced weather conducive to con-
truction. Very few new construction directives were received during the report-
ng period. The major new directives, being the MACV "Get Well" Progran, con-
1sts of billets, water supply facilities and in nany cases, water borne sew-
28.

(2) 1OC Congtruction:

(a) The coastal nonsoons harpered horizontal construction effsiie
f two battalions in the coastal regions while in the highland regioms +the €37
ngineer Gruup (Combat) concentrated its effort on LOC. Quarries had Hasen
elocated prior to this reporting period and during this period they wsre put zmén
ull operation,
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